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E X H I B I T I N G  B R A N D S

E L E C T R I C  A V E N U E

CROSSOVERS, ELECTRIC VEHICLES, EXOTICS AND 
MORE FROM GLOBAL MANUFACTURERS

DISCOVER THE LATEST CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs,

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

The San Diego International Auto Show is BACK!
San Diegans starved for automotive excitement, news, and comparison 
opportunities – your wait is over. The 2023 edition of the San Diego International 
Auto Show has returned after a two-year pause, and runs Friday, December 30 – 
Monday, January 2, at the San Diego Convention Center. 

Along with the ever-evolving automotive industry, the SDIAS is excited to 
present a show that has also evolved. The San Diego vehicle market has always 
been forward-thinking, and early embracers of new vehicle technologies; 
attendees will find all that and even more on the show floor this time. Among 
the hundreds of vehicles on display for viewing and evaluation, many are EVs as 
the industry moves toward a fully electric lineup. Vehicles to suit every taste are 
on display, including cars, trucks, SUVs, and CUVs. 

This is great news for San Diego, since the auto show is one of the best places 
to shop for and evaluate a vehicle, and according to our audience, nothing 
influences their purchase decisions more than visiting the auto show. In fact, 
according to local and national research:

•  56 percent of attendees who purchase new vehicles after the  
show said that the show influenced their decision.

•  Nearly 40 percent added one or more brands to their  
consideration lists.

•  Almost 20 percent bought a brand they were not considering before the show.

“The show is all about the experience,” said Scott Webb, SDIAS Director of 
Marketing and Operations. “Our lineup of vehicles is meant to be viewed, 
touched, and, in some cases, driven. And with the proliferation of EVs offered by 

global auto manufacturers, it’s the best place to discover and compare the latest 
EVs, both in automaker exhibits and at our very own Electric Avenue exhibit.”

The auto show has become a family tradition here in San Diego. Presented 
during the holiday season, it’s an opportunity for families to share in an exciting, 
fun-filled day near the San Diego Harbor, downtown San Diego. 

“It’s very much a family event,” said Webb. “It’s not uncommon to see three 
generations of a family walking the show floor together enjoying the cars and 
features.”

2023 Show Features include:

Test Drives  
Get in and drive…it’s the ultimate way to experience and evaluate a vehicle, and 
it’s happening along the front drive of the convention center. Chevrolet, Ford, 
and Volkswagen are offering test drives of both conventional trucks, cars, and 
SUVs, as well as their electric vehicle models, such as the Chevy Bolt EUV and 
Volkswagen’s ID.4, while Audi will have e-tron EVs available to drive.

Camp Jeep 
The Jeep® brand returns with Camp Jeep®, one of the most popular features  
of the show, and back for its 11th year. The ultimate off-road driving test offers 
an opportunity to experience the extreme off-road capabilities of Jeep vehicles 
over a 35,000 square foot course inside the convention center. New this year 
riders can experience climbing and descending an even bigger, 23-foot high, 
40-degree Jeep Mountain. They’ll also experience obstacles that demonstrate 
Jeep’s ground clearance, traction, and articulation. 

Family Day 
An opportunity to get the whole family to the show with considerable savings, 
as kids 12 and under get in for free with a paid adult admission.

Mobility Zone 
Everyone deserves the opportunity to be mobile, and the auto show Mobility 
Zone provides a view of the many vehicle options available to those with 
physical challenges. Multiple minivans and mobility equipment are included in 
the exhibit, and special attractions include a custom-built drag racer from the 
Paralyzed Veterans and several classic cars that have been modified, including a 
’63 Cadillac convertible.

Electric Avenue 
EVs are here to stay and constitute a rapidly growing segment of the vehicle 
marketplace, especially as California prepares for its all-EV future. EVs from a 
variety of manufacturers will be featured in Electric Avenue, and folks from the 
Electric Vehicle Association will be available to discuss the many benefits of EV 
ownership. 

Show Dates & Times
December 30: 10am – 9pm
December 31: 10am – 6pm
January 1: 10am – 9pm
January 2: 10am – 6pm
 

Location
San Diego Convention Center
111 W Harbor Drive
 

Tickets
All tickets must be purchased
online at SDautoshow.com.



If you need to do more than kick the tires and close the doors 
as you evaluate vehicles at the San Diego International Auto 
Show, just step outside. There, in front of the convention 
center, you’ll find this year’s Test Drives offered by Audi, 
Chevrolet, Ford and Volkswagen. Each brand has a variety of 
models standing by – cars, trucks, SUVs and EVs – for visitors 
to actually drive and evaluate.

“It’s one thing to sit in a vehicle on the show floor,” said 
Scott Webb, SDIAS Director of Marketing and Operations. 
“It’s a whole different experience when you can actually 
drive an auto show vehicle. A Test Drive expands the 
opportunity to evaluate a vehicle through experience, while 
learning important details from an accompanying product 
specialist, and truly understanding a vehicle’s performance 
characteristics on the streets of downtown San Diego.”

Test Drives are being staged along the front of the 
convention center on Harbor Blvd., as well as the ever-
popular Camp Jeep inside. Test Drives take about 15 minutes 
and are open to ticketed show attendees who will typically 
need to meet age and licensing requirements. For a list of 
vehicles available to drive from each automaker and test 
drive hours visit www.sdautoshow.com. 

*Vehicles subject to change at manufacturer’s discretion

One of the top reasons to attend any auto show is to see 
what’s new and different, and visitors to this year’s San 
Diego International Auto Show will be among the first to 
see a variety of vehicle debuts and all-new vehicles not yet 
in showrooms, as well as vehicles that were just released 
prior to the show. From sports cars and sedans to crossovers 
and trucks, the auto show features an incredible variety of 
all-new vehicles with the latest technology innovations and 
cutting-edge designs.

If asphalt-grabbing sports cars are your thing, you’re in 
luck. Chevrolet’s 2023 Corvette Z06 boasts the world’s most 
powerful V-8 without forced induction. Crosstown rival 
Ford is expected to show off the track-ready 2024 Mustang, 
available with a class-first Drift Brake. Nissan has revived their 
iconic 2-seater sports car with the introduction of the 2023 

Nissan Z. And not to be outdone, Honda will show off their 
latest 2023 Civic Type R. 

Fresh off its world debut in Los Angeles, the 2023 Toyota 
Prius Prime will dazzle show-goers with a dramatic styling 
makeover. Also on the Toyota stand is a nameplate that  
hasn’t seen these shores in decades – the all-new 2023  
Toyota Crown. 

SUVs and crossovers continue to sell in record numbers, and 
several are expected to appear at the San Diego International 
Auto Show for the first time, including: 2023 Chevrolet Blazer 
and Equinox EVs, 2023 Dodge Hornet, 2023 Ford Escape ST, 
2023 Honda Pilot, 2023 Lexus RX, 2023 Mitsubishi Outlander 
PHEV, 2023 Nissan Ariya EV and the 2023 Toyota bZ4X EV. 

And that’s not all. Follow us on social media as we discover  
and share more new vehicles at the show. 

Bet you didn’t know that Electric Avenue is a real street in 
the shopping area of Brixton, South London. Completed 
in the 1880s, it was one of the first market streets in the 
capital to be illuminated by electric lighting. In honor of this 
achievement, it was – and still is – named Electric Avenue.

At the 2023 San Diego International Auto Show, we have our 
own version of Electric Avenue, filled with an abundance of 
information about electric vehicles including, truly, how to 
own one, and how to charge one.

Located near Camp Jeep (which, by the way, is featuring 
electric Jeeps) Electric Avenue is likely to be a focal point at 
this year’s show given the rapid adoption of EVs since the last 
time we were together in 2020. 

A variety of amazing new EVs from several leading 
automakers, including Chevrolet, Hyundai, Kia, Toyota, 
Volkswagen and Volvo, will be ready for your inspection, 
while experts help take the mystery out of EV ownership and 
answer the question on everyone’s mind: “Is this the right time 
to go electric?”

Remember, many states and nations have set targets 
and goals to phase out the sale of vehicles with internal 
combustion engines. And, you already know that California, 
which already leads the nation in EV ownership (563,070), 

also has the most aggressive regulations planned to establish 
a definitive mechanism to meet required zero-emission 
vehicle (ZEV) sales that ramp up year-over-year, culminating 
in 100 percent ZEV sales in 2035. 

Consider this: by the time a child born in 2022 is ready to 
enter middle school, only ZEVs or a limited number of plug-in 
hybrids (PHEVs) will be offered for sale new in California. 

Lots to think about. Better Rock Down to Electric Avenue.

Taking the Mystery Out of EV Ownership

This year the museum will be displaying 
the 1913 Cadillac that was refurbished for 
the Vegas Concourse by students at Morse 
High; a 1972 Buick that won “Best Buick”  
at the Good Guys Rod & Custom 
Association, as well as being featured  
in a EL Fantasma car breakdown video; 
a 1947 Delahey that won “Cool Custom” 

at Good Guys, and a 1936 Chrysler 
Airflow. Additionally, check out the 
selection of Low Riders, a representation 
of the Best Local Customs from the San 
Diego Region, among them, a 1961 
Impala known as the “Crystal Ship;” and  
a 1949 Hudson known as “Christine”  
(no, not that one). 

San Diego Automotive Museum

Debuts & New Releases

Get in, Buckle Up and Drive! Your Test Drive Awaits



The Jeep® brand returns with Camp Jeep San Diego,® a 
unique, interactive, off-road experience for consumers (and 
thrill seekers) attending the 2023 San Diego International 
Auto Show. 

Buckle up, because Camp 
Jeep is the ultimate off-
road driving test, and has 
been one of the most 
popular experiential events 
at the show for more than 
10 years. The 35,000-square 
foot exhibit gives auto 
show attendees a chance 
to experience the extreme 
off-road capabilities of Jeep 
vehicles inside the San 
Diego Convention Center.

It takes more than 12 trailers of freight and materials to 
create the Camp Jeep Track, and the course is comprised 
of several obstacles that simulate some of the rigorous 
testing that Jeep vehicles endure before customers get 
behind the wheel. This provides consumers with a first-
hand look at the capability standards of Jeep vehicles in the 

following categories: Ground Clearance, Traction, Stability, 
Articulation, Breakover, Off-Camber and Suspension. 

At Camp Jeep San Diego, professional 4x4 drivers allow 
riders to experience the off-road capabilities of Jeep brand 
vehicles, including the Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 4xe or Grand 
Cherokee Trailhawk 4xe, allowing consumers to experience 
the legendary capabilities of a Jeep in electric mode. The 
Gladiator Rubicon will also be available for test rides.

At this year’s show, a new Jeep Mountain is being unveiled, 
featuring a thrilling hill ascent, where passengers experience 
traction capabilities while climbing the 23-foot high, 40-degree 
mountain, providing views of the entire auto show floor. 

Each exciting ride is approximately five minutes long, and 
participating riders will be automatically entered in the 
Stellantis US National Giveaway for a chance to win $100,000 
toward any eligible Stellantis US vehicle. 

Camp Jeep participants 17 years and under must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian and be at least 44 
inches tall. Camp Jeep will be open during all public hours for 
the duration of the 2023 San Diego International Auto Show.

Camp Jeep® San Diego Returns 

Equal access to transportation is what 
the San Diego International Auto Show’s 
Mobility Zone is all about. Organized 
by Golden Boy Mobility in Poway, this 
feature showcases the wide variety of 
transportation options available to those 
with physical challenges. 

A variety of traditional vehicles that have 
been modified for accessibility will be 
available for evaluation. And, numerous 
types of seating solutions to ease entry 

and exit from a vehicle and lift solutions 
for wheelchairs and scooters are  
also on display.

The Mobility Zone welcomes back the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, which 
will show a modified drag racer. And 
don’t miss the modified ’63 Cadillac 
convertible. The Mobility Zone is 
located across the aisle from Electric 
Avenue.

Mobilty Zone Offers Transportation For All

Again, and for the eighth year, Nissan is supporting the 
nation’s military by providing free auto show tickets to local 
active-duty military personnel, along with other special offers 
such as exclusive product pricing through the Nissan Military 
Program. For a list of participating San Diego County Nissan 
dealerships, visit sdautoshow.com. 

Nissan Military Appreciation

Welcome back to the San Diego International Auto Show 
We’ve missed you. 

In partnership with some of the world’s greatest automakers, 
we’re doing our best to make up for lost time. This year you’ll 
find an array of vehicles for just about every lifestyle with a 
big, big emphasis on electric.

San Diego is home to one of the top four-day shows in the 
United States, and I’m pleased to Chair the 2023 event here  
at the beautiful San Diego Convention Center. 

As the auto industry evolves at break-neck speed, new 
vehicles have become smarter, more sophisticated and more 
technologically-advanced than ever. With all of that comes 
the need to learn and understand, which is why the show 
exists. There’s just no better place on the planet to learn 
about new vehicles, new vehicle technology, and compare 
brands than at an auto show.

I also want to personally thank you for attending, for coming 
back. We all have our stories related to the pandemic. It hit us 
hard and was extremely difficult to have to cancel twice, like 
most other live shows and events around the world. 

 
But, here we are, and we’re grateful for your interest and 
attendance. We also appreciate the confidence the automakers 
continue to demonstrate in us. Their support, partnership and 
investment into the show confirms the value and trust they 
have in us to help tell their brand stories and bring their new 
vehicles to market here in San Diego. 

So, put on your comfortable shoes and plan your route from 
one end of the auto show floor to the other.  
It’s all here at the 2023 San Diego  
International Auto Show. 

We really did miss you.

Sincerely,

Vincent Castro 
Auto Show Chairman
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